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BOARD OF DIR£CTORS AWARD

OF THE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY OF N.H.

1986 PRESENTED TO:
DR. MYRA ELLEN JENKINS

Montezu.ma4J New Meneo - Jane 5-8
The Historical Society of New Mexico held their Annual ·Conference, June 5-8, at
the Armand Hammer United World College of the American West in Montezuma,
New Mexico. The conference coincided with the one hundred year anniversary of
the Queen Anne style Montezuma Hotel. Over 240 members and guests attended
paper sessions and other activities, including the Society's traditional book and collectibles auction.
Saturday evening's banquet, held in
motion of Southwestern history and
the World College Dining Hall,
literature through the activities of the
included the bestowal of the following
New Mexico Book League; the Board
awards for 1986: the Gaspar Perez de
of Directors Award to Dr. Myra Ellen
Jenkins; and the Bradford L. Prince
Villagra Award for an outstanding publication by an individual to Bruce T.
Award to the Armand Hammer United
Ellis for his book, Bishop Lamy's Santa
College of the American West for its
Fe Cathedral) which caps a lifetime of
initial efforts in the field of preservation
as exemplified by the sensitive renovascholarship; two Dorothy Woodward
tion for contemporary uses of the stone
Awards in the field of education to
Guadalupe Baca Vaughn for a career of
hotel and the old dairy.
innovative methods of teaching New
A talk by Dr. Lawrence Clark Powell,
Mexico's cultural heritage, and to Dr.
"When Does History Become Literature?" was also featured at the banquet.
Dariis Miller for her distinguished
The conference was concluded on
teaching at the graduate and undergraduate levels at New Mexico State
Sunday, June 8, with walking tours of
University; the Edgar Lee Hewett
the historic districts of Las Vegas, New
Mexico.
Award for service to the public to
Dwight and Carol Myers for the pro-

Resolutions Passed at the Annual
Meeting or Members
West Mesa PetroglyphsBe it resolved that: the Governing body of the City of Albuquerque do everything
possible to preserve and protect the petroglyphs on the West Mesa.
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Armand Hammer United World CollegeWhereas, the United World College complex has been placed on the State Register
of Cultural Properties and the National Register of Historical Places as the historic
Montezuma Hotel complex, and
Whereas, the United World College has initiated substantial rehabilitations in the
Stone House Complex,
Therefore, be it resolved that the New Mexico Historical Society offers the Board
and Administration of the College its encouragement and moral support toward the
continuation of this commendable effort to reuse existing historical buildings to meet
contemporary needs. The Society, at its annual meeting held at the United World
College, June 6-8, 1986, encourages the Board and the Administration of the College
to actively develop a preservation plan for the stabilization and reuse of all of the
existing historic structures within the designated historic district. Moreover, the
Society suggests that all fund raising activities should benefit the stabilization of the
entire historic complex until preservation plans are complete.
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Segesser Hide PaintingsBecause of the rarity as historical documents their uniqueness as art; their special
importance to the cultural heritage of American West, the Borderlands, and,
especially, New Mexico; their particular association to the Palace fo the Governors
and their current availability because of their loan to the Palace of Governors.
Therefore, be it resolved: that the Historical Society of New Mexico urge that the
State of New Mexico, the Museum of New Mexico and the associated Foundations
make every effort to acquire the two Segesser hide paintings for the Palace of the
Governors.

..........._-----

-----~

List of Donors to
Books / Collectibles Auction
Parker Books of the West
Sutfin Books
Chavez County Historical Society
John Wilson
AI Schroeder
Los Artesanos Books
Carroll Riley
Charles Lange
Palace Print Shop
Photo Archives, Museum of N.M.
John Conron
Kera Anderson, Carriage House Bed
& Breakfast
Luke Lyon

Contributors to Exhibits
Mrs. Ralph McWilliams
Los Artesanos Books
Citizens' Com. for Historic
Preservation
Mr. and Mrs. Denis Romero
David Bennett
Loraine Lavender
Elmo Baca
Las Vegas/San Miguel Chamber
of Commerce

Dr. Jenkins, with head bowed, modestly accepts the Board of Directors Award, entitled "Cowgirl." Curtis Fort, sculptor. (See also, Page 4. )
In the early hours of March 19, 1977, a caravan of intrepid treasure seekers started for
the rugged San Andres Mountains in south-central New Mexico from a pre-dawn
rendezvous at Radium Springs. Their objective was an unprepossessing hill known as
Victoria Peak, site of a fabulou s cache of gold repo rted ly bu ried long ago by a French
Jesuit priest, an Apache chieftain, or an ex-chiropodist from Clovis. The argonauts included the recipient of this award, who affected a skeptical attitude toward the whole
enterprise but still shared the excitement engendered by the search. I refer, of course,
to our own Myra Ellen Jenkins, whose entire professional life has been devoted to a
search for historical truth hidden away in documentary collections. The expedition
found no gold that day on Victorio Peak. If Myra Ellen managed to pick up a few nuggeta overlooked by her companions, it has reamined her secret. Her gold has been
found in other places, as a brief review of her career will show.
A rancher's daughter, Myra Ellen earned bachelors and masters degrees from the
University of Colorado and then taught in the state's public school system for twelve
years. In 1950 she moved to Albuquerque where she entered a doctoral program at the
University of New Mexico, receiving the Ph.D. three years later. After graduation she
became an independent research consultant specializing in Pueblo Indian history. During the late 1950s she testified as expert witness before the United States Indian Claims
Comission on behalf of Laguna and Acoma, the first of many such appearances in
support of the Pueblos.
Following a short period with the Museum of New Mexico, she joined the newly
organized State Records Center and Archives as head of the archives division. In that
position she supervised microfilming of the Spanish, Mexican, and Territorial
Archives of New Mexico and produced comprehensive guides and calendars for each
edition. In 1969 she was designated' State Historian, an office she retained until retirement six years ago. The job proved stimulating in unexpected ways. At one point
activist leader Reyes Lopez Tijerina threatened Myra Ellen with a million dollar
lawsuit when her historical interpretation of land grant questions differed from his
own. It would have required a big part of Victorio's gold to fix that one up!
As State Historian, Myra Ellen played a leading role in New Mexico's historic
preservation program, serving as a member of the State Cultural Properties Review
Committee for twelve years. A teacher first, last, and always, Myra Ellen has remained active in academia both before and after her retirement. At various times she
has conducted classes in the history of New M xico and Mexico at the College of
Santa Fe, Santa Fe Community College, New Mexico State University, and at the
Santa Fe branch of her alma mater, the University o(New Mexico. In addition to the
calendars and guides to New Mexico's archives, Myra Ellen's publications include A
Brief History of N ew M exico with Albert H. Schroeder and a long list of important
papers for scholarly journals. Despite her crowded schedule she has always been
generous with her time and advice for aspiring students and befuddled researchers. As
teacher, scholar, and administrator she has adhered to the highest professional standards and demanded the best from herself and her associates.
These are impressive achievements, but there is another aspect to Myra Ellen's
historical interests that frequently has gone unnoticed . Thanks to her unwavering
devotion, the memory of Billy the Kid still burns like a bright flame throughout the
Southwest, an integral part of our folklore. [To these lines and the intentional use 0/
the word "devotion" Dr. Jenkins reacted rather loudly, as ex pected. ]
And I am pleased to announce that on June 1st of this year the Santa Fe Network for
the Common Good, a small but most distinguished group of Santa Feans, have named
Myra Ellen Jenkins a Santa Fe Living Treasure.
After reviewing the record, I think you'll agree that such a distinguished career outshines all the gold of Victorio Peak. It is with great pleasure, therefore, that I pre sent
the Board of Directors Award this year to Dr. Myra Ellen Jenkins.
0

Some Notes Regarding the First Three
Presidents of the Historical Society
of New Mexico Following the Civil War
by Norman Cleaveland
The third president of the Historical
Society of New Mexico in the post Civil
War era , Ralph Emerson Twitchell, in
writing about his predecessor Lebaron
Bradford Prince, said:
In furthering the aims of the
Historical Society of New Mexico ,
there was nothing which became so
thoroughly a part of his life and
which so engrossed and permeated
his mind in all its varied activities.
The Society received its charter in
1860 but did not function except in a
perfunctory way until two decades
later when through the efforts of
Secretary William G. Ritch, a man of
high character and lofty ideals , the
Society was reorganized with Ritch as
president. 1
How lofty were Ritch's ideals was no
doubt questioned by the victims of some
of Ritch's anonymous and venomous attacks in the Santa Fe press , and also by
such men as one of New Mexico's top
literary figures , Eugene Manlove
Rhodes.
In an article apparently drafted by
Ritch- in the Dec. 21st, 1878 issue of
Santa Fe's Weekly New Mexican, some
of those opposing the Santa Fe Ring in
Colfax County were described as "that
irrespressible set of lunatics" one of
whom, the blue-eyed Clay Allison , was
pictured as "a half-breed Indian - guilty
of all the crimes in the calendar." Later,
according to Gene Rhodes, Ritch successfully jumped the homestead claim of
Hinman Rhodes, Gene's father. Then as
explained by C. L. Sonnichsen in his
Western classic, Tularosa:3

ready access to inside information provided excellent opportunities for a true
historian to seek the approximate truth.
Unfortunately his position was also excellent for anyone primarily interested
in diverting attention from the approximate truth .
Ritch was probably under oath to uphold the law as Territorial Secretary and
certainly was during the short spell during which he was the acting Governor.
Also he was almost certainly aware of
some of the crimes committed by other
top officials who were under oath to
uphold the law. In this regard it is particularly necessary to realize that all
these officials were living in an atmosphere of terror, largely of their own
making, but nevertheless causing them
at times to act under duress. However
after his retirement from public service
in Santa Fe and while living in the

Hayes , and the resignation of several
other top officials such as U.S. Attorney
for New Mexico , T.B. Catron , and
New Mexico's Attorney General,
William Breeden, were probably finalized after Prince 's arrival. In any event,
when Prince arrived the territory was
still rocking from the aftermath of this
spectacular but only temporary setback
for the Santa Fe Ring as a result of exposures of gross malfeasance by Axtell
and associates, exposures made by a
federal investigator, Frank Warner
Angel.
Viewed in the light of their exposures , one of the most bizarre events in
New Mexico history was the replacement of Prince as chief justice by the
disreputable former-governor Axtell
during 1882. The continuing silence of
historians about the background for this
exceedingly strange event is probably
explained in part at least by Prince's
silence on the subject. He was directly
involved and could have been very
helpful to other historians who may
have been seeking the approximate
truth about how the murder-prone Axtell was apparently completely vindicated.

There seems to have been much bitterness, aggravated by overt acts , on
both sides. When two of his dogs
were poisoned, Gene blamed Ritch
for it and never forgave nor forgot .
Forty years later he remembered that
grief of his childhood and spoke of it
with pain and resentment. 'For that
deed , when I grew up I broke that
man literally. I stole over forty thousand dollars worth of cattle from
him ....'
So spoke Gene Rhodes in 1931 to W.H.
Hutchinson, a biograper of Rhodes, in a
book entitled A Bar Cross Man. 4 Gene
died during 1934 and obviously never
believed that Ritch was a man "of high
character and lofty ideals ."
Nevertheless he was so described by
Twitchell, and this provides a typical
example of how New Mexico's history
was written during the forty-four year
era of Prince and Twitchell in New
Mexico . This era of their assumed altruism included the heyday of the Santa Fe
Ring which some believe was the most
corrupt political clique in the nation's
history. Having established that they
could get away with murder, such
crimes quite naturally became an integral part of their political and bus iness
practices. The primary source of their
power apparently came from Washington and! or Wall Street, then dominated
by the so-called Robber Barons of the
nation's Gilded Age. The effectiveness
their cover-ups was enhanced by very
competent public relations activities
practiced behind a facade of historical
scholarship provided by the Historical
Society of New Mexico.
Before coming to New Mexico in
1873, Ritch had been a newspaperman
in Wisconsin where apparently he
developed a talent for purple prose. Of
course as the Territorial Secretary he
was particularly well informed about
the activities of the Santa Fe Ring. His

2

Ralph Emerson Twitchell
Tularosa area as a private citizen , there
was scant excuse for Ritch to jump a
homestead claim or to poison a boy's
dogs as Gene Rhodes claimed. Yet one
of top contemporary historians, Ralph
Emerson Twitchell , passes along to
future historians a picture of Ritch as
being "a man of high character and lofty
ideals ." No wonder the recorded history
of their era apparently deviates so far
from the approximate truth .
N ow let's consider Lebaron Bradford
Prince, the man who followed Ritch as
president of the Historical Society of
New Mexico and preceded Twitchell in
that post. Before he arrived in New
Mexico late in 1878 , Prince served as a
New York State Senator where according to Twitchell,
His legislative career was highly
honorable and useful. He was
selected as one of the judges to conduct the impeachment trial of two
noted judges of his state; he was also
selected for the purpose of formally
impeaching Judge Barnard at the bar
of the senate, charged with high
crimes and misdemeanors.I
Shortly before Prince arrived in New
Mexico , Governor S.B. Axtell had been
sacked by President Rutherford B.

Unfortunately for Axtell , a congressional judicial committee would soon
report unanimously that he "was totally
unfit to be a judge."6 Nevertheless many
years later Twitchell described the
twice-disgraced Axtell as "a man of high
priciples , absolutely without fear."?
Of course, after being replaced as
chief justice , Prince 's legal and moral
obligations to reveal what he knew
about the high crimes in New Mexico
were somewhat reduced. But when he
became president of the Historical
Society of New Mexico during 1883
and started publishing versions of the
territory's history, his moral obligations
to comply with Cicero's edict about
historians increased. Said Cicero in effect, "It is the first law of the historian
that he dare not report what he knows
to be false nor to omit what he knows to
be true. "
According to Twitchell, Prince's
historical works included:
Historical Sketches of New Mexico
-published in 1883
A Concise History of New M exico
- published in 1912
A Students ' History of N ew Mexico
-published in 1913
"and a great number of contributions to
the principal magazines of the country."

Twitchell's explanation of Prince's
resignation as chief justice , an event
which opened the door for Axtell's
return and vindication, adds considerably to the mystery of that weird event.
Also emphasized is the need for further
scholarly research into a matter of considerable historical significance. As
Twitchell explained.f
He (Prince) was a republican in
politics from conviction based upon
fundamental priciples of political
thought, but he was never harsh or
unfair to his adversaries.... In
1882, while he was judge-he conceived the idea that he might reasonably hope to get the nomination for
delegate to congress in that year , but
believing that there would be gross
impropriety in seeking other political
office while occupying a judicial posi tion - he resigned his office as judge
with the avowed purpose of seeking
the nomination for delegate to congress.
The convention to make the nomination was held in the new town of
Albuquerque, which was then in its
beginning, and he was defeated by
what his supporters believed to be unfair and dishonest tactics of the opposition.. ..
Two years later he was the regular
nominee for the republican convention, but, . .. [h]e would have been
elected had it not been for the underhanded methods of his political
enemies in Santa Fe and their influence with personal friends of
Thomas B. Catron in various sections
of the territory.
Why would any rational man resign
from perhaps the most prestigious and
stable political position in New Mexico
in exchange for merely the chance to
run for election every two years and for
a less respected job?
Twitchell makes it all sound as if even
high moral principles guided Prince in
making such a sad decision. Twitchell
then rationalizes the outcome as due to
"dishonest tactics" and "underhanded
methods." Certainly before he resigned,
Prince must have known that Axtell and
his Ring associates had few equals in
such tactics and methods. Also, as is
revealed by several documents in the
New Mexico State Records Center,
Prince took strenuous steps to retain his
position as chief justice.
A more probable explanation of
Prince's resignation deals with the coming of the railroads to the Southwest, a
subject of utmost importance in the de
velopment of that area, and one which
brought New Mexico into the Big
Leagues of international finance and intrigue. This was a subject upon which
Twitchell, because of his life-long career
as a railraod attorney, was particularly
well informed but scarcely mentions in
his historical writings .
During 1882, the year that Axtell
replaced Prince as chief justice , it was
alleged that the greatly feared and extremely ruthless financier Jay Gould,
who had acquired the Texas Pacific
Railroad, initiated some critical litigation in Santa Fe against the Southern
Pacific Railroad in regard to the 32nd
Parallel Land Grant Route, one of
the best such routes into California.
Rumors suggested that many millions of
dollars were at stake, but of far greater
concern to the S.P. was that Gould intended eventually to take over the S.P.'s
very profitable railroad monopoly in
California. To survive, the S.P. probably had to make sure that they controlled New Mexico's courts. From the
S.P.'s standpoint, Axtell had been very
useful as governor and no dou bt would
also be helpful as a chief justice to keep
Gould at bay .
To help bring the overall situation
into focus, and to explain how the Santa
Fe Ring became so powerful, probably

the most powerful of such political
clique in the nation, and why certain
contemporary historians in New Mexico remained silent on the subject, the
following outline of events and personalities may be useful.
It was during the fateful year of 1882
that Twitchell began his career as a lifelong associate of former Chief Justice
Henry L. Waldo who during the following year became the legal solicitor for
the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railway in New Mexico. Waldo was
one of the best informed persons about
railroad litigation in the Southwest.
Also as a Ring leader none were better
informed than he about corruption, in
New Mexico at least.
During the Civil War, Waldo made
Axtell's acquaintance in California
where Waldo followed Axtell as district
attorney of Amador County. Later Axtell became San Francisco's representative to Congress. The headquarters of
Southern Pacific Railroad were in San
Francisco.
Even though a Democrat, Waldo was
a close business associate and former
university classmate of both Stephan B.
Elkins and Thomas B. Catron. After
Elkins became New Mexico's delegate
to Congress, Waldo kept an eye on
Elkins' interests in the Santa Fe legal
firm of Elkins and Catron which was
also considered to be in control of both
New Mexico's Republican Party and
the Santa Fe Ring.
In turn Axtell was on cordial terms
with Collis P. Huntington'' of S.P.'s "Big
Four, later to be included amongst those
known as Robber Barons. In all probability Waldo played a key role in arranging for Axtell to be appointed
governor of New Mexico during 1875.
During the following year, Axtell,
Waldo, Elkins and Catron appear to
have been involved in a fully documented conspiracy, known as "Saturday's Coach Plan" to have four
dissidents, including W.R. Morley,
murdered under extremely treacherous
circumstances. Morley was soon to be
disignated Chief Location Engineer for
the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railway which also had an eye on
breaking the S.P.'s California monopoly. "Saturday's Coach Plan" was
featured in some leading New Mexico
newspapers and in the reports of a
federal investigator, Frank Warner
Angel, that led to Axtell's dismissal as
governor and Catron's resignation as
U.S. Attorney. Waldo resigned as chief
justice shortly before Angel arrived in
New Mexico during May, 1878. As
mentioned above, much of this occurred
upon the eve of Prince's arrival in New
Mexico during the fall of 1878.
Twitchell was a legal associate of
Waldo's for thirty-three years and until
the latter died in 1915. The monumental five-volume Leading Facts of New
Mexico History was not published by
Twitchell until 1912-thirty years after
the author first arrived in New Mexico.
Prince's final volume, A Student's
History of N ew Mexico, was published
a year later. In view of the attention
given in the New Mexico press to Angel
and his reports about both the Colfax
and Lincoln County Wars, it seems odd
that two of the territory's top historians
didn't seem to know of significant
historical events that were going on
under their noses. Also omitted to this
day from most New Mexico history
books was Grant County's nearly
unanimous plebiscite in 1876 to secede
from New Mexico and join Arizona.
And what about the Historical Society of New Mexico?
In a eulogy about Prince who was
president of the society for over forty
years, Twitchell wrote:
Socially no occupant of the old
Palace, before or since, so elaborately
entertained the people of all classes.

With much of Santa Fe's social life
centered on the Historical Society, there
could have been little encouragement
for scholarly research into the obvious
mysteries surrounding Axtell, Prince
and other top officials who dominated
the political and business life of New
Mexico. Thus the Society was probably
an effective obstruction to anyone seeking the approximate truth. And since
the Ring leaders were particularly well
educated and experienced lawyers it
seems more than likely that they were
fully aware of the Society's actual role.
Here again, however, the reader should
realize that the officials in question were
living in an age of terror when murder
was an integral part of both political
and business systems. In any event,
Twitchell no doubt reported accurately
when he wrote of Prince,
In furthering the alms of the
Historical Society of New Mexico,
there was nothing which became so
thoroughly a part of his life and
which so engrossed and permeated
his mind in all its varied activities.
But both Twitchell and Prince certainly violated Cicero's "first law of the

tively were inclined towards the dangerous and the dramatic in a frontier society where the imperative to avenge injuries or insults kept the Wild West
wild.
The oldest of the children was eight
when their father was killed after the
Ring's earlier attempt to murder him
had failed. This earlier attempt was the
aforementioned "Saturday's Coach
Plan." Obviously the children were
never told about it nor of the details of
their father's subsequent death which
occurred shortly after Axtell's return to
New Mexico as chief justice. Morley's
death was generally reported as accidental, but if so, the timing was a miracle of
convenience for the Ring. Further family disasters were probably avoided by
Granny's silence, and her coverups were
thus probably justifiable. However she
never posed as a historian nor published
accounts of her colorful role in New
Mexico history. The writer is convinced
that no miracles were involved in her
husband's death but rather that he was
another victim of the Ring's standard
operating procedure.
As has been noted above regarding
Lebaron Bradford Prince, in New York

Lebaron Bradford Prince
historian" when in their published versions of New Mexico history they omitted a great deal of pertinent information
they knew to be true.
It is most important to remember,
however, that members of the present
Historical Society of New Mexico are in
no way responsible for the questionable
acts of their predecessors. Only if they
attempt to cover up can they be properly criticized. The situation is quite
similar to New Mexico's Republican
Party which at one time provided the
major support for both the Santa Fe
Ring and the Historical Society of New
Mexico. Present-day Republicans, such
as this writer normally supports, cannot
be held responsible for the party's past
behavior unless they repeat the offenses
or try to cover up for past misdeeds.
Perhaps if historians pay more attention
to Cicero's edict there will be less
criticism of them in the future.
Hopefully some useful lessons can be
learned from New Mexico's history
about the corruption that results when
dissent is stifled and power becomes
concentrated in the hands of a few.
And speaking of coverups, my greatly
beloved Granny Morley did a highly effective job-probably to protect her
three extrovert children who instinc-

he had been gung ho for the impeachment of wayward judges including one
Judge Barnard who had been charged
with "high crimes and misdemeanors."
During the commission of these crimes,
had Judge Barnard enjoyed, as did Axtell, the collaboration of other topranking officials, including the U.S.
President?
Historians might well wonder
whether, after his career as a judicial
reformer in New York, did Prince contribute to the subsequent unanimous
decision by the Congressional Judicial
Committee that Axtell was "totally unfit
to be a judge?"
In any event, during this heyday of
the Santa Fe Ring, Prince probably
learned that to engage in political
reform could be dangerous to one's
health, a fact of major historical significance in New Mexico during his
time. Also of historical significance is
that both Axtell and Prince, as well as
most Ring leaders, came from excellent
families, were highly educated and were
followed by many admirable descen dants.
Also the careers of both Axtell and
Prince clearly deserve a great deal more
scholarly research in order that New
Mexico's recorded history proceeds

towards the approximate truth and
becomes an ever more useful education
subject.
A century or so after the Society's
revival in 1881, the approximate truth
about its subsequent first three
presidents seems to be that they were
designing men concerned primarily with
covering up for the crimes of the Santa
Fe Ring. In any event, they certainly did
so effectively - not so much by providing disinforrnation but rather by
omitting to record pertinent information which they knew to be true. In
other words these presidents of a
historical society played key roles in the
Great New Mexico Cover-up. However, once Twitchell's failings are
recognized, his exhaustive five-volume
Leading Facts of N ew Mexican History
and his Old Santa Fe become extremely
valuable compilations of data about
New Mexico.
In conclusion it is probably well to
recall that the Ring's wayward tendencies could not be charged to the moral,
social or scholarly standards in New
Mexico. They were probably never
higher.
Three centuries of religious fervor
and self-sacrifice by the Spanish clergy
had just culminated in the careers of
Padre Martinez and Bishop John B.
Lamy. Distinguished Protestant clergymen then active in New Mexico included Rev. Thomas Harwood and
Rev. F.]. Tolby. Superior standards of
scholarship were then being established
by such outstanding scientists as A.D.
Bandelier, ].W. Powell, ].G. Bourke
and others. The Santa Fe Ring was a
reactionary influence against the tide of
civilization then flowing into New
Mexico.
Although the Southern Pacific was
successful in keeping Jay Gould at bay,
the distraction he created probably
helped the Atchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe Railway to break the S.P.'s railroad
monopoly within California. This latter event was of great benefit to the entire Southwest.
In conclusion: as of 1986, the writer
is convinced that the prime objective of
the first three presidents of the
Historical Society of New Mexico during the era of the Santa Fe Ring was to
cover up the Ring's crimes. Amongst
others, these crimes included the
aborted "Saturday's Coach Plan" and
the subsequent successful effort to
murder Morley. How well the Society
met their objectives indicates the competence of the Ring's leaders. Also
clearly indicated is the present need for
further research to protect the Society
from becoming inadvertently involved
in covering up past crimes for which
there may be no statute of limitations.
Also it probably should be remembered
that Ring leaders were not factually innocent until proven guilty because they
completely dominated New Mexico's
courts and repeatedly demonstrated
that they could get away with murder.
Thus at present, the onus of proof of
innocence seems squarely on apologists
for the Ring or for the Historical Society during the Ring's era.
N. C.
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Call for Nominations
for Awards

BOOK REVIEW

The Historical Society's awards, presented each year during the Annual
Meeting, recognize out standing
achievement in these categories:
The Paul A . F. Walter Award for service to the Society or its affiliates.
The Edgar Lee Hewett Award for service to the public.
The Dorothy Woodward Award for
education.
The L. Bradford Prince Award for
outstanding publication or series of
publications by a society or institution
(books, monographs, newsletters, brochures, guides, etc.) .
The Ralph Em erson Twitchell Award
for significant contribution to the field
of history by individuals, organizations,
or institutions in the areas of fine arts,
allied professions, unorthodox but significant articles or books, exhibits,
demonstrations, series of events, etc.
The Gaspar Perez de Villagra Award
for outstanding publication by an individual or individuals (articles,
monographs, books, etc.).
The Fray Francisco Atanasio Dominque z Award for historic surveys and
research.
We welcome nominations for these
awards. If you or your organization
wish to submit a nomination, please
gath er the supporting data and send it
to the Society. Give full detail s wh y the
nominee should be recognized with the
award. Our jury can make a decision
only on the supporting data you provide. The nomination should include a
description of the accomplishments of
the individual or organization that is
nominated for the award. It should include reasons wh y the nominee deserve s
to be considered for an award. Nominations for the Bloom and Villagra awards
should include copies of the publications. Photographs and thorough
descriptions should accompany nomi nations for the Twitchell and Prince
awards. The awards committee mu st
have sufficient information to judge the
merits of the nominees and also to
decide whether an award should be
given. Send nominations to: The
Historical Society of New Mexico, P.O.
Box 5819, Santa Fe, NM 87502; or
deliver to: John P. Conron, 314
McKenzie St. Santa Fe, NM. Deadline
for nominations is April 1, 1985.
Questions concerning the Society's
awards should be addressed to Dr.
Richard Ellis, Chairman of the Awards
Committee, Department of History,
University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131 (telephone:
277-4344).

The Centennial Exhibition
Commemorating His Tramp
Across the Continent

designed by Patricia A. Butz, a graduate
student in Museology from examples of
Lummis' own handwriting.
Ms. Burz also contributed the essay
"The Landmarks Club" which is timely
in light of interest in preserving New
Mexico Missions. As President of the
Landmarks Club, Lummis obtained
materials from friends for repairs of
California Missions. He raised money
through contributions by readers of his
journal Out West in which he published
a resume of the Club's work. During a
seven year period the missions of San
Diego, San Juan Capistrano, San Fernando and the Asistencia of Pala were
saved. In 1925, he launched another
literary campaign to save the Santa Barbara Mission.
The catlog says it all. What is one to
expect of a cultured and genteel young
man who financed his way to Harvard
by printing and selling 14,000 copies of
his poems which he printed on birch
bark? One imagines him kissing his
father-in-law's Jersey cows goodbye
after a year of farming. He becomes a
newspaper editor in Chillicothe, Ohio.
He contracts with the Los Angeles
Times and the Chillicothe Leader to
submit weekly articles about his walk
from Cincinnati to Los Angeles in
1884-85. He makes friends with Indians and Hispanics in the Southwest.
He teaches himself photography using
palladium, cyanotype and salt print
processes. He becomes a reporter for
the Los Angeles Times and writes accounts of General Crook's battle with
the Apaches in Arizona, and then the
time-bomb: he suffers a paralytic stroke
at age 28 and goes to stay with Amado

Chas. F. Lummis

Edited by Daniela P. Moneta
Los Angeles, Southwest Museum
University of N ew Mexico Press
814.95, paper binding
Catalog funding by California Council
for the Humanities, a state-based affiliate of the National Endowment for
the Humanities, The Times Mirror
Foundation and the Los Angeles Times.

Reviewed by Marcella Thomas
This is a coffee table catalog serving
all sorts of visual and informative treats.
The chronology of events in the lifespan
of Charles Fletcher Lummis from 1859
to 1928 and a brief biographical sketch
whet our appetite for the eight essays by
nine contributors, and for the fifty
photographs by Lummis. There are also
four pages in full color of artifacts included in the exhibit. A "Selected Bibliography" of works by Lummis, and a
printed guide to the Lummis Collection
in the Southwest Museum's Braun
Research Library are also included.
Both are intended to show the extent of
Lummis material available for research.
On the flyleaves is a map from Gray's
Atlas of the United States, 1873 edition.
The cover design is an embossed facsimile of Chas. F. Lummis' signature
and the calligraphic hand in the exhibition catalog is in Lummissii, the Latin
name Lummis gave himself when he
first visited Santa Fe in 1884. It was

•

•

•

Call for Papers
The 1987 Annual Meeting of the Historical Society of New Mexico will be held in
Roswell, New Mexico, April 9-12. Sessions for delivery of papers are scheduled for
the 10th and 11tho Headquarters for the conference will be the Sally Port Inn, with
various events and activities throughout Roswell hosted by the Chavez County
Historical Society and other groups.
The Program Committee invites submission of proposals for complete sessions,
individual papers, workshops or other products of historical research and the practice
of history, so long as it relates to New Mexico. Papers pertinent to the Mexican War,
1846-48, including the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, are also encouraged. Proposals
should include a short description (a paragraph to one page) of the suggested topic or
session and brief biographical information on the presenters. Each paper should be
limited to 20 minutes. Sessions should include no more than three participants plus the
chairperson.
The Program Committee consists of Dr. Thomas E. Chavez and Charles Bennett,
Palace of the Governors (Museum of New Mexico); Austin Hoover, New Mexico
State University; Dr. Spencer Wilson, New Mexico Tech; and Dr. Myra Ellen Jenkins,
Santa Fe. Proposals may be sent to Chavez/Bennett at the address below.

Chavez in San Mateo and later moves to
Isleta. He vindicates the Indian legend
of Acoma, saying "The fit scholar never
despised an Indian legend as mere fairy
tale." He goes to Peru with Adolf
Bandelier. He preserves for us through
his photographs those South American
ruins which today are no longer in existence. He collect artifacts: De Soto's
musket and an effigy jar. He returns to
Los Angeles and begins (according to
the biography by his children) the most
productive years of his life: he directs
the Los Angeles Public Library .for six
years, and reportedly says on being
asked why he resigned, "In City Government, libraries suck on the hind
teat"; he begins a program of Mission
restoration by leasing them from the
Church for ten years; he builds his
home, El Alisal in Arroyo Seco, north of
Los Angeles; he uses his influence to
protect California Indians from encroachment on their land.
Then there are some firsts: first to
photograph Frijoles Canyon; founding
member of the School of American
Research in Santa Fe; President of the
Landmarks Club; founder of the Sequoya League, and first to record on
wax cylinders and then transcribe
Southwestern Spanish folk music and
songs . Finally, he founded the Southwest Museum, which through this commemorative exhibit during the centennial of his tramp across the continent in
1884-85, has honored him in a most
creative way.
In his concluding sentence of the
catalog's preface, Bernard Fontana says,
"To know about Lummis, who he was,
and what he stood for is for those of us
who are Southwesterners today is to
understand better who we are."
Although writing is considered Lurnmis' principal art, this catalog creates
the image of a man whose principal art
was LIFE.
M. T.

Dr. Jenkins and "Cowgirl"
at the Soeiety's
Annual Awards Banquet

Historical Society of NM Paper Proposal
Dr. Thomas E. Chavez/Charles Bennett
Palace of the Governors
Mu seum of New Mexico
P.O. Box 2087
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502-2087
Telephone: (505) 827-6473/6476
DEADLINE FOR PROPOSALS IS JANUARY 15, 1987.
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